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burg, who summed up their verdicts and added a
sixth vote of his own. With regard to the Crown
Prince, all were unanimous. Declaring themselves
incompetent to pronounce upon affairs of state and
of the royal family, they commended the exalted
penitent to His Majesty's supreme and paternal
mercy. Katte was condemned by three grades to
death, by two to lifelong imprisonment. Von Schu-
lenburg voted for the latter, which by military law
carried the day, since it was less severe. The King
denounced their criminal leniency and clamoured
for "justice/' but von Schulenburg stood firm, ap-
pealing to a Higher Power. Thereupon Frederick
William decreed " that Katte, although in conform-
ity with the laws he has deserved to be torn with
red-hot pincers and hanged for the crime of high-
treason which he has committed, be removed from
life to eternity by the sword, out of consideration
for his family. In informing Katte of this sentence,
the Council will tell him that it grieves His Majesty,
but that it is better that he should die than that
justice should entirely leave the world.'*

Under a sentence which no consensus of civilised
opinion, no high-placed appeal, no murmur of dis-
affection could reduce, the doomed man journeyed
slowly to Ciistrin. Frederick, who believed that all
would go well with himself and his friend, was
cheerful still. At five o'clock on the morning of
November 6th he was awakened by two officers who
told him that Katte was that morning to be put to
death and that he must witness it. "What are
these ill tidings that you bring me?" he is said to